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News Media Advisory 
DOE BUILDS ONE OF LARGEST INTACT PRAIRIES  

IN THE METROPOLITAN ST. LOUIS AREA  
Prairie planting in process at Weldon Spring Site 

 
ST. CHARLES COUNTY, Missouri—The U.S. Department of Energy's long-term 
commitment to restore the Weldon Spring Site continues as they conduct one of the largest tall-
grass prairie plantings in the metropolitan St. Louis area. The goal of the DOE beyond the 
cleanup of contaminants is to focus on restoring the site to its natural state. This would include 
beautifying the area while building an environment to benefit birds, insects and small animals. 
This prairie will support a tremendous amount of bio-diversity.  
 
The prairie will enhance the outreach and educational experience that the Weldon Spring Site 
Interpretive Center, dedicated on August 5, 2002, already offers the local community. DOE 
hopes that the prairie will eventually serve as a 150-acre outdoor classroom for those interested 
in the study of horticulture and ecosystems. 
 
The process of building this tall-grass prairie began two years ago with the preparation of 
approximately 150 acres of soil surrounding the disposal cell. Now is the time to plant the prairie 
grass and conditions could not be better—cold and dry.  
 
Over 75 species of wildflowers and several varieties of native prairie grass are being planted at 
this time and efforts have been made to include only those indigenous to this area. It will be 
several months before the seeds will begin to germinate. 
 
Planting will continue throughout the day. For further information, please contact Wendy Drnec 
of the Weldon Springs Public Affairs Office at (636) 926–7079.  
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